LIFE     IN     ENGLAND     -     RETURNED     SOLDIERS
His natural anxiety made him turn, again and again, to the
returned soldiers. To a nature appalled by suffering, the
problem of restoring health, security and self-respect to the
men who were broken by the war was so terrible that it made
the Prince almost dramatically unhappy. Those who observed
him have said that, lacking a focus for his natural affections,
he developed what might be described as an obsession about
those in want. He did not consider them in relation to other
classes, which was necessary from the point of view of the State.
He could not tread quietly or work cautiously, which was the
true and helpful way with the poor. Sometimes, he helped
causes less than he would otherwise have done, because of his
exuberance and emotion. But he was unique in the way that
he guided public thought from the dangers of mere veneration
of the dead at the expense of the maimed and workless. In
this, his practical sense guided him. When he spoke at the
Mansion House he said: "In six days we are celebrating the
second anniversary of Armistice Day, when the whole nation
will pay a solemn tribute to the glorious dead. This tribute,
however, must not end there. . . . Some 20,000 officers, 20,000
disabled and 250,000 fit men are seeking work. ... It is up
to us/*
The Prince threw himself into the cause of the returned
men, sometimes at the risk of his health and often at the
expense of his brief pleasures. Once, when he was away hunt-
ing, he learned that the ex-Service men's exhibition at the
Imperial Institute was languishing for want of support. With-
out a moment of hesitation he abandoned his hunting and
hurried up to London. He went to the Imperial Institute and
did not rest until he had made the exhibition into a success,
through his patronage and encouragement. His feelings were
simple and strong. "I want all ex-Service men throughout the
Empire to look on me as a comrade/' he said. The words were
not empty, and, as long as he was Prince of Wales, he did not
weaken in his promise.
The busy heir to the throne lived a second, rather secret
life during the brief spells in London. He was not content to
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